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commission to inquire into it, and by that commission it was condemned. The head of the Franciscan Order was obliged to abdicate, Gerard was done to death, and the movement, as a serious uprising, collapsed, though it lingered long, and showed itself in many ways and places, giving rise to frightful persecutions in the North of Italy, the South of France, and elsewhere. The Tertiaries of St. Francis were burnt by the thousand. Some of the early reformers revived the interest in the Abbot Joachim, and in the year 1600 a Protestant author brought together all the passages in which he and his followers had favoured the doctrines or antipathies of his own co-religionists : " On ne peut imaginer un concert plus bizarre de maledictions!" It might be commended to the study of those who believe the Middle Ages to have been exclusively the Ages of Faith.
Horrible as the methods were by which the Joachimite movement was suppressed, Renan does not think that these good sectaries could have effected much for real progress. Already, as early as their first condemnation in 1255, it had become clear that real progress must come from above, not from below ; from the reason, not from the imagination ; from good